A FIRST LOOK AT OUR EDITORS’ MOST EXCITING NEW WINES
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Pinot Noir from Sonoma and Amarone della Valpolicella, the unique Italian red, compete for top
honors in this week’s Wine Spectator Insider, which also includes Oregon Pinot Noir. Three wines
here are classic-rated.

The Pinot maestros at Aubert, Rochioli and Kistler in California, and at Beaux Fréres and
Penner-Ash in Oregon, all present laudable cuvées.

Amarone, a unique dry red wine of northeast Italy, is made primarily from Corvina grapes,
which are partially raisinated before fermentation. The resulting wine is high in alcohol and low in
acidity; it can last for decades. Top producers here are Michele Castellani and Cesari.

CALIFORNIA

Robert Stemmler
Pinot Noir Carneros

2008
93 points | $36
4,000 cases made | Red

Wonderfully aromatic, showing smoke,
mahogany and sandalwood notes that STEMMLER
carry through all the way through the 2008

finish. Smooth, rich flavors of black
cherry, boysenberry and wild straw- CArNEROS'PINOT NOIR

berry are expressive, concentrated and
refined. Drink now through 2018.—M.W.
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